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The memories associated with personal objects can change our 
perceptions of the objects’ original intentions.  The prints in “Gift” are 
based on the objects that my Mother gave me in different moments of 
my life, as a way to instill traditional Chinese values and beliefs.  
Through my perspective I try to relate and reinterpret such values as a 
means of reconciling my Western ideals with Eastern tradition. 
 
Some of the traditions that my Mother imparted on me have resonated 
over time.  For example, the bowls in “Imperfect” cover images of 
broken bowls, in an attempt of hiding them.  My Mother has often told 
me not to break bowls, particularly in the days of Chinese New Year as 
it brings bad luck.  Whenever I see a broken bowl, I always hear those 
words and “Imperfect” tries to mask the inevitable. 
 
“In the Eleventh Cycle” further relates to traditional objects through 
my memories and reinterpretations.  2006 was the “Year of the Dog”, 
my Chinese Zodiac sign.  I was given a pair of plastic “gold” dogs as a 
celebration of my year.  They were odd, yet had a resemblance to 
popular culture that I found appealing and they had plastic wrapped 
candy inserted inside the plastic shell.  The dogs became the obsessive 
group of sewn prints, soft and playful, but they still possessed the 
artificiality of the plastic “gold” dogs.  
 
The same description of the original object can be said about “Gift 
#1”.  However, in my version I gave a plastic “gold” ingot an organic 
imagery.  Paired with its mirrored image, it no longer looked artificial, 
but fragile and impermanent.   
 
Finally, “Reversible Jacket & Coat” defines my relationship with my two 
cultural backgrounds.  The red silk jacket in “Reversible Jacket #1” 
appear faded and formal.  While the black coat in “Reversible Coat #1” 
appear heavy, yet comfortable.  The reversible metaphor relates to the 
change in character I take on, affected by my Eastern and Western 
sensibilities within the respective environment. 
 
 
Thank you to my Mother who’s support have always inspired me. 


